March 18, 1997

Mr. Speaker, | yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia [Ms. NORTON].

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | than
the very kind gentleman from Virginia
[Mr. ScoTT] for yielding to me. | want
to thank the gentleman from Indiana
[Mr. BURTON] and the gentleman from
Virginia [Mr. DAvis], as well as the
gentleman from California [Mr. WAX-
MAN], the ranking member, for their
work on the District of Columbia In-
spector General Improvement Act, a
bill that would allow the District’s di-
rector of personnel to waive the resi-
dency requirement for employees in
the office of the inspector general at
the inspector general’s request.

In April 1995, the Congress passed the
District of Columbia financial respon-
sibility and management assistance au-
thority law, which expanded and
strengthened the office of inspector
general in the District of Columbia.
Pursuant to the financial authority
statute, Angela Avant was appointed
inspector general in January 1996.

Because of the apparent delay in
finding a suitable candidate, Ms. Avant
was under considerable pressure from
Congress and the financial authority to
recruit staff. She received some criti-
cism for not filling positions quickly
enough, in part because the positions
allocated to the inspector general are
““‘excepted service’ positions and thus
were subject to the requirement of Dis-
trict residency. The inspector general
found that the residency requirement
made it difficult to recruit several
highly specialized personnel to staff
her office. To alleviate these concerns,
Mayor Barry transmitted legislation to
the council on March 28, 1996, which
contained a provision that waived the
residency requirement under very lim-
ited circumstances.

When it appeared that it would take
some time for the Council Committee
on Government Operations to consider
the bill, | called council member Har-
old Brazil, then chairman of the com-
mittee, who said that he had no objec-
tion to the waiver going forward in the
Congress. The residency requirement
for the inspector general then became
part of H.R. 3664, the District of Colum-
bia Improvement and Efficiency Act of
1996, and on the assurance that this
noncontroversial waiver was likely to
be enacted, the inspector general hired
several staff members who reside out-
side of the District of Columbia on a
temporary basis.

H.R. 3664 was never brought to the
floor because another provision of the
bill violated the pay-go rule. To over-
come that problem, the gentleman
from Virginia [Mr. DAvis] submitted
the residency language to the House
District of Columbia Committee on Ap-
propriations for inclusion in the 1997
omnibus appropriations bill, but in the
rush to finalize the language of the om-
nibus bill in the final days of the 104th
Congress, this provision apparently
was omitted.

Mr. Speaker, it is urgent that the
Congress pass this bill to allow the Of-
fice of Inspector General to keep on
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staff personnel that have already been
hired. Under the Merit Personnel Act,
the temporary waiver of residency ex-
pires for employees who are ‘‘excepted
service’ after 6 months. Several of the
employees hired by the inspector gen-
eral will be in violation of this rule as
early as March 24, if this legislation is
not enacted.

Maintaining the inspector general’s
staff is a high priority for the Congress
and the financial authority because of
the urgent need to uncover instances of
waste, fraud, and abuse in the D.C. gov-
ernment. By passing this bill, the
House sends a message that it wants to
encourage fast action on these impor-
tant priorities.

I emphasize that this bill involves no
violation of home rule because all
branches of government, the Mayor,
and the city council apparently agree
that it should be passed expeditiously
without going through the council,
which would not be prepared to take it
up as quickly as we have been.

| ask the House to pass this piece of
unfinished business from the 104th Con-
gress, the District of Columbia Inspec-
tor General Improvement Act, H.R. 514.

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Let me thank the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia [Ms. NORTON]
for her comments and help in bringing
this to the floor as well as the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. WAXMAN]
and the gentleman from Virginia [Mr.
ScoTT] the gentleman from Virginia
for his remarks.

As the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia [Ms. NORTON] has
noted, the Mayor and the council sup-
port this legislation, as does the con-
trol board.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, |
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CAMP). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Virginia
[Mr. DAvis] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill H.R. 514, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title was amended so as to read:
“A bill to permit the waiver of District
of Columbia residency requirements for
certain employees of the Office of the
Inspector General of the District of Co-
lumbia.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

yield

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the bill, H.R. 514.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

H1057

OROVILLE-TONASKET CLAIM SET-
TLEMENT AND CONVEYANCE
ACT

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, by direction of the Commit-
tee on Rules, | call up House Resolu-
tion 94 and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 97

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 1(b) of rule XXII1, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 412) to approve
a settlement agreement between the Bureau
of Reclamation and the Oroville-Tonasket
Irrigation District. The first reading of the
bill shall be dispensed with. General debate
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled
by the chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Resources. After
general debate the bill shall be considered
for amendment under the five-minute rule. It
shall be in order to consider as an original
bill for the purpose of amendment under the
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Resources now printed in the
bill. Each section of the committee amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be
considered as read. At the conclusion of con-
sideration of the bill for amendment the
Committee shall rise and report the bill to
the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any
amendment adopted in the Committee of the
Whole to the bill or to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto
to final passage without intervening motion
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington [Mr. HAST-
INGS] is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, for the purpose of debate
only, | yield the customary 30 minutes
to the gentlewoman from New York
[Ms. SLAUGHTER], pending which | yield
myself such time as | may consume.
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose
of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution provides
for consideration of H.R. 412, the
Oroville-Tonasket Claim Settlement
and Conveyance Act under an open
rule. The rule provides for 1 hour of
general debate equally divided between
the chairman and ranking member of
the Committee on Resources. The rule
makes in order the Committee on Re-
sources amendment in the nature of a
substitute now printed in the bill as an
original bill for purposes of amend-
ment. The amendment in the nature of
a substitute shall be considered as
read. The rule further provides for one
motion to recommit with or without
instructions.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 412 approves the
settlement reached between the U.S.
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